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Chapter 5–Dan and the Sapphire

The fifth stone is sapphire (5601): (cappiyr/sap-peer’/) from the root word caphar /saw-
far’/ meaning to scratch, inscribe, or score.  It may have been used to inscribe or scratch other1

objects.  Sapphire is a transparent rich blue or deep purplish-blue gem and is the second
foundation stone of the New Jerusalem.2

Symbols in the stone

 symbolizes royalty, sovereignty, rulership, power and authority worthy of honor (Es.
8:15; Eze. 23:6).  Its transparency refers to there being no guile, no deception, or no clouding of
the truth.

Application: As a Christian, I should be transparent like the sapphire.  I am to rid myself
of ulterior motives and deceptive intents in what I say or do.  I am to fulfill my calling without
guile.

Symbols in the order of the stone

Five is symbolic of abundant life (Gen. 1:20-23); atonement (as displayed in the 5
offerings of the OT—burnt, meal, peace, sin, and trespass); and grace (revealed in the five names
of Christ in Isa. 9:6).3

Facts about Dan

< His name means “judge.”
< He was Jacob’s fifth son and his mother was Bilhah, Rachel’s maid.
< Rachel, since she was barren, gave Bilhah to Jacob so she could bare children to Jacob on

her behalf.  When Dan was born, Rachel saw it as a sign that God had judged in her favor
to give her a son, so she named him “judge.”

Jacob’s prophecy about Dan

“Dan shall judge his people, as one of the tribes of Israel.  Dan shall be a serpent by the way, an
adder in the path, that biteth the horse heels, so that his rider shall fall backward.  I have waited
for thy salvation, O LORD.” (Gen. 49:16-18)

Dan judged his people when Samson ruled as judge over Israel (Judges 13).

The serpent in this prophecy symbolizes swift, sudden, and unexpected judgment that is
executed with prudence against an evil foe.© 2 0 0 2 - 2 0 0 6  b y  H a r r y  A .  G a y l o r d  This is the type of spirit Samson displayed against
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the Philistines.  The horse and rider represent the swiftness, capability, and pride that the 
enemies of the Lord (and of his saints) have in carrying out evil (Ex. 15:1; Hag. 2:22).

Eccl. 10:8 can give us some insight into this prophecy—“He that diggeth a pit shall fall
into it; and whoso breaketh an hedge, a serpent shall bite him.”  Hedges are symbolic of
boundaries established by God for a person’s well-being and ultimately God’s glory.  They can
be just about anything righteous, from God’s commandments to just laws made by man to a just
agreement between two parties.© 2 0 0 2 - 2 0 0 6  b y  H a r r y  A .  G a y l o r d If someone with evil intent comes along to try to tear down
those boundaries, they will suffer a swift, sudden, and unexpected judgment that is directly or
indirectly sent by God.

In Jacob’s prophecy there is a person (the rider) full of pride who has the determination to
carry out a wicked scheme (probably to trample the serpent).  In his attempt to do so, a righteous
party (the serpent), who probably appeared harmless and powerless to the rider, carries out godly
judgment against him in a prudent fashion that totally disrupts and destroys the evil plot.  Thus in
the end the salvation of the LORD is manifested to those who waited for it.

Application: Jesus commanded us to be wise as serpents and harmless as doves (Matt.
10:16).  When the need arises for us to take a stand or act on God’s behalf in some way, we
should move quickly with prudence.  Acting with prudence avoids needless offenses and God
will be glorified in the situation where evil makes an attempt to take over.

Moses’ prophecy about Dan

“And of Dan he said, Dan is a lion’s whelp: he shall leap from Bashan.” (Deut. 33:22)

As mentioned under the Judah prophecy, a lion’s whelp is a young lion.  It is symbolic of
strength, prowess, and the ability to overcome with boldness. (Note--Bashan (1316): (baw-
shawn’) lit. make secure or put at ease; fertile, stoneless plain.)4

This prophecy was fulfilled in Judges 18 when Dan conquered a city of Bashan and
renamed it Dan.

Application: When saints exercise righteous judgment against evil, they display boldness
like a lion’s whelp.  It is because we are secure and at ease in the Lord that we can leap out at
evil when it rears its ugly head.© 2 0 0 2 - 2 0 0 6  b y  H a r r y  A .  G a y l o r d

Summary of ideas & characteristics in Dan and the sapphire: Royalty; rulership; honor; pure
motives; abundant life; atonement with God by his grace; power & authority to judge righteously
and stand against evil; our security and ease in Christ.
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